Exploring Christian community in the 21st century
Traditional religious communities of monks and nuns have been declining in number in many countries during much of the last century. At the same time, God seems to be stirring Christians worldwide to explore what Christian community means today in a rapidly changing world.
The extraordinary story of the 24-7 Prayer Movement is now widely known, but there are still many who have not heard of it. If you prefer books to websites, then read the book Red Moon Rising by Pete Greig, which you’ll find hard to put down. The Boiler Rooms that this movement has generated are described as ‘simple Christian communities that practise a daily rhythm of prayer, study and celebration while caring actively for the poor and the lost,’ which could be said in almost the same words of many of the classical monastic movements.
This concern for the marginalised in our society also marks out the Community of St Jude in Earl’s Court, with which the Simeon Centre has a lively relationship. One of the features of many of these new communities is their fragility: they are as weak and small as the people they care for. In a world of power, this is a real witness to Jesus’ rejection of power. He came to serve, not to be served.
If the new monasticism has a strong social commitment, it has an even stronger missional character. The Order of Mission, which was born in Sheffield, says of itself that it is a ‘a global community of pioneering leaders who follow Jesus.  Under God, we have committed ourselves to each other for the purpose of taking the good news of Jesus to the nations.’
Because God calls us to work in the most unlikely places, and because many people in the postmodern world form relationships for better or worse on the web, some Christians are exploring what community means in ‘the virtual world.’ The Diocese of Oxford was, I think, the first in England to set up a virtual church, which has a membership of over 250. 
Before you dismiss the idea as a gimmick, do explore their website, their vision and what they actually do. Remember too how much spiritual rubbish and evil is disseminated on the internet, and pray for pioneer missionaries in this world. Even on Facebook, for those of you who are fans, there are Bible studies, prayer groups and places where you can ask for prayer.
If none of this seems relevant to you, develop a relationship with one of the new but well-establish more formal Christian communities, like the Community of Aidan and Hilda on Lindisfarne, or explore the Retreat Association site for one of the hundreds of small communities that you might visit, spend time with, or even one day join.
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